
NEWSLETTER – JULY 2012 
 
Welcome to the latest Berwick Tennis Club newsletter.   
 
 

  Berwick Tennis Club Annual General Meetings 
 

The upcoming Berwick Tennis Club Annual General Meeting’s will be held as 
follows: 

The Junior AGM will be held on 21st of July in the club rooms at 12.30 p.m.  All 
parents of juniors are encouraged to attend and are also welcome to nominate for a 
position on the junior committee.   

The main Berwick Tennis Club AGM will be held on the 8th of August, 2012 at 
Berwick Tennis Club at 7.30 p.m.  All members are invited to attend, nominate for a 
position on the committee or even just provide us with any suggestions as to what 
improvements you would like to see at your club.   

Official AGM meeting notices and nomination forms will be emailed to members, 
displayed at the club and on our website shortly.  Please put these dates in your 
diary now.  

 

  Mid Week Ladies 

 

Congratulations to all Mid Week Ladies on a great season.  This season we had 8 
out of 12 teams make the finals.  The results are as follows: 

Premiers:  Section 2 Bayside 

Runners Up: Section 1 Bayside and Section 6 Tuesday 

All team captains will be contacted to collect their team folders for the coming 
season on the morning of July 17th.  Good luck to all for the coming season. 

Congratulations to Marie Stephenson, who is now our new Mid Week Ladies 
President.  A big thank you goes to our outgoing President Joanne Foy for all her 
hard work over the last few years. 



   

  Night Tennis 

 
 

Berwick Tennis Club night tennis has finished for the current season.   

If you are interested in playing Night Tennis next season, please contact: 

 Tuesday night mixed competition: Liz Edmondson on 0413 091 744.   

 Thursday night men’s competition: Ray McGrath on 9707 5517 

The new season will start in late August 2012. 

 
 

  Fundraising 
 

Thank you to all of those members who helped out at our annual Bunnings BBQ 
held on Sunday 27th May 2012.  It was great to see members from Juniors, Mid 
Week Ladies and Night tennis help out on the day.  Our profit from the day was 
approximately $1,200, which will contribute to the upcoming resurfacing of courts 1 
& 2.  

Our annual Apple Drive was also a great success with the club raising $718.  Thank 
you to all who put in orders and to those members who helped with the weighing and 
packing of the apples.  We would also like to thank Wendy Jennings and Joanne 
Foy for organising the whole event.   

Our Clover Cottage Raffle was drawn at the Mid Week Ladies AGM and the lucky 
winner of a dinner for two at Clover Cottage was Sandi Gales.  A big thank you to all 
those who purchased tickets.  The club raised $965. 

As part of our ongoing fundraising efforts, we will be installing a coffee machine in 
the clubrooms on a trial basis.  This will be a coin operated machine, which will 
supply freshly coffees, tea, hot chocolate, chai tea and chicken noodle soup for the 
cost of $2.00.  The machine will be offered at no cost to the club and will be 
maintained by the company providing the machine.  The club will receive a share of 
the profits generated by the machine.  We hope on those cold winter mornings, you 
can all enjoy one of these hot beverages, while supporting the club at the same time. 

 

  Club Improvements 
 

By now you will have all noticed that the Photinia trees at the cemetery end of courts 
3 to 5 have been chopped back quite dramatically.  These trees are on cemetery 
property and at the tennis clubs request, the Berwick Cemetery Trust initially 
organised for their arborist to trim the trees back to about 3 meters height, to allow 
some additional light onto the rear of our courts. On examination of the trees, the 
arborist recommended that they be cut right back, as they had not been tended to 
for quite a number of years and needed a more severe pruning. Over the next 12 to 
18 months the trees will be allowed to grow back to 3 meters in height and then will 



be maintained as a neat hedge by the Cemetery Trust. The immediate advantage to 
the tennis club is that the rear of the courts are now less damp and slippery. 

 

Thank you to all those members who have contributed to our fundraising efforts over 
the past six months.  We realise that there have been quite a few in a short period of 
time and we appreciate your great support.   

It is now with great excitement that we can announce that in the September 
2012 school holidays, courts 1 & 2 will be completely resurfaced in new 
artificial turf.  The club has been fortunate enough to receive a grant from the 
Casey council that will contribute half of the approximate $35,000 cost of resurfacing 
the courts.  Funds raised by the club will fully cover the remaining cost of the 
resurfacing. 

We will also be installing new covered drainage along the side of court 6.  This will 
be a great improvement, as you all know, chasing the ball to stop it getting in water 
that sits in the existing spoon drain can be quite a distraction to play.   

 
 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN BALL KIDS   
 

Congratulations to James Whatmough and Luke Sloan for being selected 
as Ball Kids for the 2013 Australian Open. 

This will be James’ second year in a row and he has written a short summary 
of his experiences to inspire other Juniors to try out:  

This summer l was lucky enough to have the opportunity to be a ball kid at the 
Australian Open. I loved every moment of it. For someone like me who likes to be 
busy all the time, it meant l could be a part of such a big team at the Open. 

In January 2011 my mum asked me if l wanted to try out to be a ball kid. I 
thought l would give it a go. Applications closed in February 2011. I then had to 

go through a few try outs, a written test and a physical fitness test. Then in the middle of the 
year I found out l was selected. Loads of kids tried out and 370 got through. So, again l feel 
very lucky indeed. 

I then had to complete 6 training days at Rod Laver over weekends. My mum had to do 3 
training sessions also. I also had to do a Health & Safety course online to gain my full 
accreditation to be a ball kid. I made heaps of new friends and learnt how to use the train 
system. I had 2 days off during the 3 weeks we were working. On my days off l went to the 
Open with my friends. All the ball kids got wicked Lacoste uniforms for free. You don’t get 
paid for being a ball boy but you have lots of fun. I was a net kid. I did lots of different things.  

On my first official day they had us on our hands and knees drying the courts. I was 
wondering what l had got myself into. A couple of nights I didn’t finish till midnight. I was still 
wide awake because l loved what l was doing. We were given a meal allowance on a card 
like a debit card. It was ace choosing our own food from the staff cafe. It was cheaper than 
the food from the outside section. I loved being on tv. I used to text my family and tell them 
which courts l would be on. Everyday someone in my family came to watch. My step Dad 
came nearly every day because he loves tennis. The people treated us really well. One day l 
lost all the nails on one hand while l was practicing my rolling. It killed! I have already 
reapplied again for next year. I can’t wait. I strongly recommend everybody tries out who 
loves tennis. At the end of the open we got a few presents. One of them was an underwater 
video camera. I also got a tennis magazine subscription 

 



 

  Rebel Sport Member Program 
 

Don’t forget that Berwick Tennis Club members can now sign up to the VIP Member 
Program at Rebel Sport and receive specials and discounts. 
 
 

  Sponsorship 
 

Anyone who is interested in advertising on the Berwick Tennis Club website, please 
contact Rhonda Willoughby via the website.  Your sponsorship would be a great 
financial help to our club. 


